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PARKWAY TRIVIA 

  
Did you know that the Blue 

Ridge Parkway is one of the 
most ecologically diverse 

areas in the world?  
  

 There are approximately 100 
tree varieties, 1,600 plant 

species, 54 mammals & 159 
species of birds within the 

Parkway's borders. 
  

Source: Blue Ridge Parkway 

Directory & Travel Planner 

PARKWAY  LINKS 

 

  

The Blue Ridge Parkway is beginning to bloom!  Now is the perfect 
time to find Buttercups, Fraser Magnolia, Flame Azalea and 
Rhododendron, among others, along the Parkway.    
  
For a complete list of the wildflowers that are currently in bloom 
and the Milepost where you're likely to see each, visit the National 
Park Service website.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmb5zIxl8bz72TZcLQBDAyTft2ih2BdFLptuu9XMh3seJS_u_4cEObWabpgvGZLUg1OKX9uZtRaE6TE_NuHqr0hKS1EshdW0MpdSnQdR8xkRnYKYZWfm5fX9R-kV2uMia66aw1tNXxwepcU8gJsgE8bLxCOudY35joeoohC22q2iyw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmaXa6lJ33F9GwL6uJrWOa2q_8Z_nUO6Dr2j8RQ_lb-Og6jaJ_LA5IZigjTJw1HHA3qXi8sjHbt0U1Q5KIv0tRd_jq7V1ZEszmx5DEJzBwBUCMKzN4a1OHrT1QTVm1058wSEb7wtuyT9C9-Qo5hhyllNyJh9Yr-97RGcVo8I57AEVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmaoypIPZDg1Sr--fzxnYTKkriPFiTmAYoJRP8mxDxoNJfdYwnByZLUmCdpF8MnWEcAdoue9f40xJEqjfFmWvhN32ZP0ZNMBC25ibu2eSj6Bn1T3LuoqABjOOWsTVWQzZ2zitU08NELQYSbBkNe3himSLzeBG5dsbEku2BxFEIxSSQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmas2SnrM8KM2l34K3oyygrS-ulQ0SUvcZqXSwXQmQKHakCgPAVLhjytTTJ6rGlSW7Bw2nVhfkOfw4FW20M4Wf0dEEwP1S5Sij_wLUN1dOnh_NkEgq4OUwmr5jaXAju6oFyh1U3rMq63TbaOm7yASzB2V19uPpnQ2k10LNd6IVuD5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmas2SnrM8KM2l34K3oyygrS-ulQ0SUvcZqXSwXQmQKHakCgPAVLhjytTTJ6rGlSW7Bw2nVhfkOfw4FW20M4Wf0dEEwP1S5Sij_wLUN1dOnh_NkEgq4OUwmr5jaXAju6oFyh1U3rMq63TbaOm7yASzB2V19uPpnQ2k10LNd6IVuD5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmZqIdtJQ-hgTkCHaEIJDH0jWYD7_Nntii6jLyFmi8yokUnfR7Pj5qJAhdRx4k-yPfym8Jut7vzTu21fbvIeAkSVTAEjhOquwusYsbjB6p8kUCv4HUo-sxJmYkJ7PLrPc_eKomPOreRzciRfYtPW77F1k2nW7_pFeaBwe8pBdVFQdA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmZcFM5ZN7twblRdcNjhcPjKoR32j2dDCwZN3Hq35DJmRwwG1rMIBlzO-hLAfX6un7zknUGR1zQiKmz-p6kzfL1yeZhi9HrU9vbc6-HAYQRgOYQwaxEFlm7GlY5z0lyuDG4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmZcFM5ZN7twblRdcNjhcPjKoR32j2dDCwZN3Hq35DJmRwwG1rMIBlzO-hLAfX6un7zknUGR1zQiKmz-p6kzfL1yeZhi9HrU9vbc6-HAYQRgOYQwaxEFlm7GlY5z0lyuDG4=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1102157303276&a=1103364637340&ea=shane_hawk%40friendsbrp.org
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Blue Ridge Parkway 
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Become a Facebook 
fan 
  

  
Join our  

Flickr group 
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CONTACT US 

  
FRIENDS of the  
Blue Ridge Parkway 
P.O. Box 20986 
Roanoke, VA  24018 
  
540.772.2992  
800.228.PARK (7275)  

  
staff@friendsbrp.org  
  

CREDITS 

  
Editor: Shane Hawk 
  
Contributors:   
Virginia Ehrich, Rod Broker  
  
  

FRIENDS News  

FRIENDS Non-Event Gala 

Support Parkway Programs from Home 

   
We invite you to celebrate 
the Blue Ridge Parkway's 
75th Anniversary and fund 
FRIENDS' Parkway 
programs through our Non-
Event Gala. This creative 
idea is a way for you to 
make a donation to 
FRIENDS that can be 
enjoyed for generations to 
come.  Your grandchildren 
will thank you!  
  
We aren't spending 
money... there will be no 
fancy venue, no expensive 
food or entertainment.  But, 
there will be fabulous door 

prizes!  So, how does this work? It's super easy to participate.  You 
don't even have to leave your house. 
  
All you have to do is purchase one (or more) tickets from FRIENDS 
for $25 each. Each ticket you purchase guarantees you one entry into 
the Non-Event Gala drawing. You're welcome to purchase as many 
tickets as you'd like, which increases your chances of winning. The 
drawing will be held September 1, 2010 at the FRIENDS office. 
  
Our prize list is growing daily and includes a four-night stay for four at 
Holly 8, a privately owned, two bedroom villa at Chetola Resort; one 
round of golf for two at Birdwood Golf Course at Boar's Head Inn, a 
country resort at the Universty of Virginia, in Charlottesville, VA; a 
FRIENDS limited edition 75th Anniversary basket just to name a 
few. The grand prize is a "Taste of the Blue Ridge" weekend at The 
Reserve at Lake Keowee in Sunset, South Carolina. 
  
For a complete list of prizes, visit the FRIENDS website.  Remember, 
the list is ever growing, so check back often! 
  

  

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmZ_0pKiugteJQzsFhsCjFNu4te1GI44YSd27s2gFgtQ7fNeeqa7uqmCXDdAC4akipe4ZQ7brGPRco3BGEsl91B6yMet1X3ClwoqFvqpF8avp1OAHXxVePrRv5VPGT2yqXEPLvn__THBMWD0DnVcYiOP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmbnrytyNLDTZHgTJfPG9tvCwxlrCly8rOkTpC4WA2b7bALaPXhdJJTHOkZ8VUf-6aOtniWIbjFWd1WYT-Ct1llS7Esw1lL28K2n_jsQz9pxhlMcPSxl6kAxlS9nbl76CJ2lfKinu19_vv7kFVdz4KzIGK5ogI5Gnxw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmY7Wd-BsR9Ry0-X7eEJ7aimtnYGaQ8Ww3FGDDKW8m28HGGS0tStd2Fr7Whl7mD9V8Q3QZygdY1l2E3AQ9jYqWxkLX0iJ86mX09hOkY0Ik0zGVbfi_WoCEqY_2CGr1vKvvIN_g-kp44F7xjqZ2Kjtj8x2VI0cLqVfZ8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmZAXTNXbfie1Gzi8V4Oa8ZnDWiWQl5qFzlm8hIlea9jOACinyqM5T_1PtXGD0SOnqhWmgCWXPXV7m-S-66IeWJlMQE_fkM87CaucgsiKMpHyDtyHVpWjO3MMl1n6lfgtU6CtRZMWc6Y7VYpnak-qKNk
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmY340wroUgzXZYQEK0Bx2Ix48A7-_5upwmuq3KLz7mruMndgGoYfaNtCydnuwKSFKtM7Ww0BTVozzW1r93fiBTr_Jw2GIO-RWDzVxLhgZ1tSrsmOvgE82_qKdMgtILVQybc5WPfTbTn-qh9gK7tOb5neDXyornuBYxNxQgmFcCe4vtXgBXC3kpK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmY340wroUgzXZYQEK0Bx2Ix48A7-_5upwmuq3KLz7mruMndgGoYfaNtCydnuwKSFKtM7Ww0BTVozzW1r93fiBTr_Jw2GIO-RWDzVxLhgZ1tSrsmOvgE82_qKdMgtILVQybc5WPfTbTn-qh9gK7tOb5neDXyornuBYxNxQgmFcCe4vtXgBXC3kpK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmbhf9Y0Z9nm-ZqaboNaer0rIgnnaRN-R6VOvnFa2PGid-nGEBWNuIEEoWTr-IsvX-5yKquwxq3j-cfeY-t3JNLWs2MOktY6Eys4SzKnGn-8jZ5DgaNGcKwFMAzqUQSIHC4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmbhf9Y0Z9nm-ZqaboNaer0rIgnnaRN-R6VOvnFa2PGid-nGEBWNuIEEoWTr-IsvX-5yKquwxq3j-cfeY-t3JNLWs2MOktY6Eys4SzKnGn-8jZ5DgaNGcKwFMAzqUQSIHC4=
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Editorial Advisors: 
Peggy Desper, Susan Mills 

 

FRIENDS Golf Classic Postponed 

Rescheduled for Spring 2011 

  
   
Due to Coach Beamer's recent 
accident, all events related to our 
Annual Golf Classic & Experience 
the Blue Ridge Parkway Evening, 
originally scheduled for May 28 - 
29, have been postponed. The 
event is being rescheduled for 
Spring 2011. 
  
If you still wish to golf at Ballyhack 
Golf Club on Memorial Day weekend, contact Ballyhack directly at 
540.427.1395. Identify yourself as a "guest of FRIENDS" for special 
Memorial Day weekend rates.  
 
 
  

 

FRIENDS Hosts Volunteer Luncheon 

Volunteers Honored   
  

 

  
The week of April 18 - 24, 2010 was National Volunteer Week.  FRIENDS participated by recognizing 
our local volunteers with a Volunteer Luncheon at the FRIENDS office on April 20th. Eva O. Gray, 
FRIENDS Office Volunteer Coordinator, organized the event. 
  
A Kroger gift card, donated by Kroger, was used to purchase the majority of the refreshments that 



were served. Eva, along with FRIENDS staff, also provided additional homemade goodies. 
  
After a brief "thank-you" speech by FRIENDS Executive Director, Susan Mills, each volunteer 
was presented with a gift bag filled with FRIENDS items along with a certificate of appreciation.  
FRIENDS staff members also signed a thank-you card for each of the volunteers as a way of showing 
their personal appreciation. 
  
Volunteers pictured above: Regina Desper, Oleander Spring, Leigh McKay, Larry and Jean 
Covington, Dave Carrol, Shirley Edillion and Eva O. Gray.  
 

 

 

Marathon on the Parkway a Great Success 

FRIENDS Receives Proceeds 
  
On Saturday, April 24th, 324 dedicated 
runners finished the inaugural running of the Blue 
Ridge Marathon on the Parkway along with 450 
finishers of the Half Marathon. The course took the 
runners from downtown Roanoke, VA to the 
Parkway and back.  The 26.2 mile course was billed 
as one of the most rigorous on the east coast. 
  
Top male finisher, Tim Sykes from Blacksburg, VA, 
finished in 2 hours and 45 minutes.  The top female 
finisher, Karen Ostergaard of Asheville, NC, 
finished in 3 1/2 hours.  What an accomplishment! 
  
The Marathon utilized hundreds of volunteers along 
the route at water and first-aid stations.  Regina 
Desper, FRIENDS Roanoke Chapter Co-Chair was 
tasked with recruiting over 100 of those volunteers.  
She rose to the challenge and exceeded her goal. 
  
As the race beneficiary, FRIENDS will receive 
proceeds from the event in the coming weeks. We 
will use these monies to fund Parkway programs 

during its 75th Anniversary year. 
  
A HUGE thank you to everyone involved in making this event an overwhelming success. Here's to 
next year! 



Students Clean Parkway Campground 

Annual Project Faith Work Day a Success 

  
On Friday, April 30th, 80 students from Faith 
Christian School in Roanoke gathered at Roanoke 
Mountain Campground for a "Project Faith" work 
day. The students who particiapted are in 3rd - 5th 
grades.  
  
The children were tasked with picking up fallen 
branches, raking leaves and spreading rock shavings 
on tent pads for better drainage. They successfully 
prepared all 105 camp sites during their work 
day. Allen Lawson, NPS BRP Maintenance 
Supervisor, stated that "this work could not have 
been accomplished so quickly had it not been for 
these young volunteers." 
  
Regina Desper, FRIENDS Roanoke Valley Chapter 
Co-Chair, was instrumental in organizing this event 
and ensuring its success. FRIENDS provided snacks 
and bottled water for the students. Plans are 
underway to make this an annual event. 
  
Thank you Faith Christian School students, parents 
and staff for a job well done! 

 

Our Newest FRIENDS  
Membership Continues to Rise 

     
  
We are pleased to welcome the following new 
members...  
  
Rod Broker, Robert Crouch, Tom Davis, Thomas S. 
Engle, Marvin and Wanda Foushee, Michael Heck, 
Sharon L. Hodgkins, Lorraine Hofheinz, Elizabeth and 
Bill Nye, Nancy J. Owens, Frank Phelps, Emily Phillips, 
William T. Rawlings, Roslyn Reynolds, Susan Sherman, 
Jim E. Starnieri and Martha Tanyi. 
 

Thank you for joining us in our effort to help preserve, promote and enhance the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.  Not a member of FRIENDS?  For information, including how to join, please visit our 
website.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmZRdbATDY23coTUzNKWyWKH8F9lcfA3Y0r6N1L6KgkcdrVjJOIs5H4VomjsEMtkzpFdTQJCZUGBOf9__DO2k3QSP9U-xWAj-GSGuomrItOnx2SUwti5-2iSoBY4k9l3ZWjwj7hmPlMmrJrg8hXXOsFh8LIWIZ49jzHtDJDc7AH0dYYIimsWey9d


Merchandise Item of the Month   

FRIENDS Peanuts   
  
Enjoy these delicious premium salted peanuts while also 
helping to protect the Blue Ridge Parkway for future 
generations. The peanuts sell for $10.99 per can or $112.10 for 
a case of 12 cans. 
  
As an added bonus, you can mail the label to us and receive a 
50% discount on a one-year FRIENDS membership, normally 
$30 per year.  Visit FRIENDS' online store 

  

FRIENDS Chapter News 

Humpback Rocks Chapter 
Ridge District, MP 0 - 20   
  

  

The Humpback Rocks Chapter will be participating in the Blue 
Ridge Parkway 75th Anniversary event at Skylark, Milepost 
25, on June 13th.  

If you would like more information about this project, are 
interested in volunteering, or want to serve on the Chapter's 
Steering Committee, please contact Chapter Co-Chairs Gregory 
Bruno or David Munn. You can also call the FRIENDS office at 
800.228.PARK (7275). 
   
  
 
    

  

  

Roanoke Valley Chapter  
Plateau District, MP 80 - 130  
   
Roanoke Valley Chapter Co-Chair, Regina Desper, organized a potluck dinner at Green Hill Park in 
Salem, VA on Friday, April 23rd.  This event served to welcome members of the FRIENDS Rocky 
Knob and Fisher Peak Chapters who were in Roanoke to assist with the Blue Ridge Marathon on the 
Parkway. 
  
The Roanoke Valley Chapter is also building a trail at Abbott Lake at the Peaks of Otter. The work is 
being done on weekends and will continue through the end of June. They are also continuing with 
monthly trail work days on the Fisherman's Trail, MP 115.  
  
For more information about these events, or for information about joining the Chapter, please 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmaME-GNtPNHS-1N9PxrJhHXPX8pBfx1bSSj2qxWGh3LJCuPC_XmctJO89B9nB3qVdfxo2OWYonh2kEGVxyrIa-JMwf8o6CkaHVco497PgAI-ZoQEIofQ6iTtIsvXpkB2pt1_9QO1rww_7QR1me6lJT_OOigfKvTG_Rok_Qh-znGLg==
mailto:Gregory.Bruno@waynesboro.com
mailto:Gregory.Bruno@waynesboro.com
mailto:dwmunn@gmail.com


contact Chapter Co-Chair Regina Desper or call the FRIENDS office at 800.228.PARK (7275). 
  

    
   

Rocky Knob Chapter 

Plateau District, MP 130 - 200 

  
  
The Rocky Knob Chapter is co-sponsoring Spring on the 
Parkway, a Breezeway Exhibit at the Jacksonville Center for 
the Arts in Floyd, VA through May 31st.  
  
For more information about upcoming events or joining this 
Chapter, please contact Gloria Hilton or call the FRIENDS 
office at 800.228.PARK (7275). 
  
  

   

Fisher Peak Chapter  

Plateau & Highlands Districts, MP 200 - 217.5  
  
  
The Fisher Peak Chapter will be holding a work day on Wednesday, May 19th at the Blue Ridge 
Music Center beginning at 9:00 a.m. They will be weeding and mulching the flower beds around the 
Music Center and amphitheater. 
  
For more information about upcoming work days or about the Chapter in general, please contact  
Dottie Bramley or call the FRIENDS office at 800.228.PARK (7275). 
  
  
  
  

West Jefferson Chapter  
Highlands District, MP 217.5 - 270 

  
The West Jefferson Chapter continues to hold work days at the Cumberland Knob picnic area. They 
are preparing the area for spring visitors by clearing downed trees, raking, etc. 
  
If you live in the area and are interested in being a part of future clean-up days, or would like to serve 
on the Chapter's steering committee, please email Chapter Chair Ken Canter, or call the FRIENDS 
office at 800.228.PARK (7275). 
  
  
  

Boone/Blowing Rock Chapter  

Highlands District, MP 270 - 316  

   
The Boone/Blowing Rock Chapter has been given the Rough Ridge Project and will be installing a 
boardwalk trail in the coming months. 

mailto:regina_desper@msn.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmY7Wd-BsR9Ry2QykdidFUKoL5H7Mz-OYWGxebtRiaULPdu00DvcjA3KIefG4aovJXRKKnR2FwaPteFMKXA5KV6LkHz2vO2MWKP5aYA22WmqC3i_QwZ3-vs46QapL8dV-hNNBC7Mwk8dCwClHGJkaD1fqGN3pa0oz1E-XhbkOBwBYjfCBHrsr73uKi3O8SycvJEnQY6oGDZylStf5fLf0ZW7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103364637340&s=3579&e=001eQ4aVgfxCmY7Wd-BsR9Ry2QykdidFUKoL5H7Mz-OYWGxebtRiaULPdu00DvcjA3KIefG4aovJXRKKnR2FwaPteFMKXA5KV6LkHz2vO2MWKP5aYA22WmqC3i_QwZ3-vs46QapL8dV-hNNBC7Mwk8dCwClHGJkaD1fqGN3pa0oz1E-XhbkOBwBYjfCBHrsr73uKi3O8SycvJEnQY6oGDZylStf5fLf0ZW7
mailto:gjhilton1@yahoo.com
mailto:pdbramley@valink.com
mailto:rkencanter@aol.com


  
For more information about this upcoming project or general Chapter information, please email 
Chapter Chair  
Mike Kebelbeck or call the FRIENDS office at 800.228.PARK (7275).  
  
   
  

Appalachian State University Chapter  
Highlands District 

  
  
  
  
The ASU Chapter participated in a Tanawha Trail 
maintenance project on Saturday, May 8th. During 
their 3 hours of work, they cleared downed and 
damaged vegetation.  
  
This Chapter also participated in Love Our Earth, an 
Earth Day celebration on the ASU campus on April 
20th. 
  
For information about this Chapter, including how to 
join, please email Chapter Chair Heather Preston or 
call the FRIENDS office at 800.228.PARK (7275). 

   
  
  

 

  

  

  

Asheville Chapter 
Pisgah District, MP 364 - 410 

  
Greg Brown, FRIENDS Board President, assisted the Chapter in organizing a recent work day at 
Park Headquarters for students from Randolph Learning Center in Asheville, NC. The children 
worked on landscaping and took a short hike on the Mountains-To-Sea-Trail.   
  
In mid-July, this Chapter will host youth from the Timothy Project. The youth will spend eight days 
completing clean up work on the Parkway.  
  
The Chapter also continues to work with the Adopt-An-Overlook/Intersection program in the Asheville 
area. A few overlooks/intersections are still available for adoption.  For information on adopting 
one, email Rod Broker, FRIENDS Coordinator of Programs or call 800.228-PARK (7275). 
  
For more information about upcoming Chapter events, or the Chapter in general, please contact 
Chapter Chair Hugh Stephens. You may also call the FRIENDS office at 800.228.PARK (7275).  
  
  

mailto:mjkebelbeck@gmail.com
mailto:prestonhp@appstate.edu
mailto:rod_broker@friendsbrp.org
mailto:hwstephens@bellsouth.net


  
  

  

Cherokee Chapter  
Pisgah District, MP 410 - 469  

  
FRIENDS is pleased to announce the formation of this, 
our newest Chapter. Robert Jumper and Tonya 
Jenks will be leading this Chapter as Chapter Co-
Chairs. Future projects are in the works, so stay tuned 
for more information. 
  
For information about this Chapter, including how to 
join, please email Robert or Tonya or call the FRIENDS 
office at 800.228.PARK (7275). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National News 

President Obama Launches Outdoor Initiative   
America's Great Outdoors Conservation Initiative 

  
On April 16, 2010, President Obama launched the 
America's Great Outdoors initiative. The goal of this 
initiative is to reshape America's conservation policy.  
  
According to the Interior Department, American children 
are spending half as much time outside as their parents 
did. Their figures also show that America loses 2 million 
acres a year to development. 
  
Obama said the "government cannot address 
conservation issues alone." He urged private industry, 
local communities and volunteers to help protect our 
great outdoors. He also signed a memorandum 
detailing goals that his administration hopes to pursue 
in the next few years.  
These goals include: 
 

 Forming coalitions with state & local governments as well as the private sector  

 Encouraging outdoor recreation by Americans  

 Connecting wildlife migration corridors  
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 Encouraging the sustainable use of private land 

This is an initiative that FRIENDS whole-heartedly supports. Our signature program, Save Parkway 
Views, speaks to the core of Obama's goals. We also encourage outdoor recreation in youth 
through the Youth Volunteers in Parks (YVIP) program. FRIENDS provides support in a variety of 
ways to the Parkway's youth programs through YVIP. Your continued support of these programs 
ultimately supports the America's Great Outdoors Initiative!   
  
For more information on the Initiative, visit the America's Great Outdoors website. For information on 
how you can support this Initiative through FRIENDS' programs, visit the FRIENDS website. 
 

 

Blue Ridge Parkway Quarter Coming  

U.S. Mint to Release Coins 
  
Beginning this year, the United States Mint will issue 56 quarters 
featuring designs depicting national parks and other national sites as 
part of the United States Mint America the Beautiful Quarters 
Program.   
  
Each coin in the series will share a common obverse (heads side) 
with the 1932 portrait of George Washington by John Flanagan.  The 
reverse (tails side) will feature individual national site designs.  The 
quarters will be issued in the order in which the honored site was 
first established as a national site.  Five quarters will be released per 
year through 2021.  The Blue Ridge Parkway quarter will be 
released in 2015.  (program details)  (release schedule) 

Parkway News 

Campground Hosts Needed on the Parkway 
Roanoke Mountain Position Available 
  

The Blue Ridge Parkway is seeking motivated 
people, couples and families who love to 
volunteer and RV. Campground Host positions 
are available for the Roanoke Mountain 
Campground, located on the Parkway near 
Roanoke, VA.  
  
For a minimum volunteer commitment of Friday - 
Monday each week, Hosts are provided a free 
RV site, electricity and water hookups. Duties 
include collecting fees from arriving campers and 
monitoring for compliance with use regulations of 
the 74 tent and 30 RV sites.  Hosts report 
directly to the law enforcement rangers.  

  
Positions available from August 22 - October 30 for weekly commitments or for the entire period. To 
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apply, please contact Shawn Rhodes, Volunteer Coordinator for the Blue Ridge Parkway at 
828.271.4779 or email him. 

Volunteers Needed for Upcoming Project 
National Trails Day  

   
The FRIENDS Asheville Chapter is joining with the Carolina Mountain Club to 
celebrate National Trails Day on June 5th.  Interested volunteers and 
FRIENDS members are encouraged to get outside and help extend the 
Mountain-To-Sea Trail south to the Water Rock Knob Visitor's Center.  
  
Volunteers will meet at the Moose Café at 9:00 a.m. for carpooling.  The café 
is located at 570 Brevard Road, Asheville, NC.  You can also meet up with 
fellow volunteers at the Fork Ridge Overlook on the Blue Ridge Parkway at 
Milepost 449 at 9:30 a.m. 
  
Tools will be available, but if you have your own digging tools like shovels, 
please bring them.  This work day is for anyone over the age of 16.  Minors 
require parental supervision.  The work day will end around 3:00 p.m.  For 
more information, please contact FRIENDS Asheville Chapter member Dan Raber. 
 

Nelson Scenic Loop Opens   

Part of Grand Discovery Days   

  
On Saturday, June 12th, the Nelson Scenic 
Loop will officially open. The Loop is a 50-mile 
auto and biking tour route that winds through 
northwestern Nelson County in Virginia.  It 
scales the heights of the Blue Ridge Parkway 
and encircles three mountain ridges. It also 
connects the valleys of the Rockfish and Tye 
Rivers.  
  
Ribbon-cutting ceremonies will begin at 10:00 
a.m. at Spruce Creek Park. This event serves to 
anchor Grand Discovery Days which run from 
June 11th - 13th.  
  
The Nelson Scenic Loop is comprised of four 
Scenic Byways and can be accessed at many 

places on the route.  The Loop includes a 13-mile stretch along the Blue Ridge Parkway. For 
information about the Loop and the opening ceremonies, visit the Nelson Scenic Loop website.  
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FRIENDS of the Blue Ridge Parkway utilizes volunteer services, but 
needs your support to fund our programs.  Please offer your generosity in 
support of our mission to preserve, promote and enhance the Parkway.  
Thank you. 
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