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FRIENDS News

Did you know that the normal
daily maximum temperature
on the Blue Ridge Parkway

June 2010

Summer will officially arrive
next week. Have you made your
travel plans? Why not include
the Blue Ridge Parkway in your
upcoming summer adventures?

There is plenty to see and do
along the Parkway's 469-mile
path. You could listen to "Aunt
Orlene" recount tales from days
gone by at the Puckett Cabin,
enjoy activities at Moses H.
Cone Memaorial Park or stop by
the Folk Art Center in Asheville
to see artist exhibits on display.

For a complete list of Parkway
activities, visit the ERIENDS
website. Happy traveling!

during the month of June =~ FRIENDS Receives Marathon Proceeds

is 80 degrees? The normal
daily minimum temperature
is around 58 degrees.

Source: 2010 Blue Ridge Parkway
Directory & Travel Planner

$20,000 Check Presented to Organization
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On May 25th, Organizers of the Blue Ridge Marathon on the
Parkway presented a $20,000 check to FRIENDS of the Blue Ridge
Parkway. FRIENDS will use the funding to further its mission to
preserve, promote and enhance the scenic highway. read press
release

FRIENDS Office Needs Volunteers
We'd Love to Have You Join Our Team

Do you have a few hours
a week to spare? Want to
help FRIENDS of the
Blue Ridge Parkway ?
Then, boy, could we ever
use you!

We currently have a
need for one or two office
volunteers. The office
volunteer duties include:
preparing merchandise
for mailing, filing,
assisting with inventory,
etc. We would like to
have a commitment of
four hours per week.

For more information
about these opportunities, please email Eva O. Gray, FRIENDS
Volunteer Coordinator.
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Editorial Advisors:

Peggy Desper, Susan Mills .
One touch of nature makes the whole world Kin.

~William Shakespeare

Our Newest FRIENDS
Membership Continues to Rise

We would like to cordially welcome the following new
FRIENDS members:

Rodney E. Alexander; Mrs. Dary Champagne; Rob
NELCOME Cornelius; Carlos Dalence; John Darnaby; William W.
Ferebee; Timothy Foley; Dr. Michael Goffredo; Larry

Harrington; Becky Ivory; Bewerly Lucas; Mimi and
Charlie Lucas; Vickie C. Manning; Dianne Maughan;
Joseph and Nancy Miller; Patricia Moxley; Tom and
Pam Phillips; Jill Smith; Terri Todd; Town & Country
Garden Club; Fred and Rose Trotter; Scott and Lynn
Erin Tyler; Janet Turner; Stephen P. Utkus; Elizabeth Watson and Fred Weinhagen

Thank you for joining us in our effort to help preserve, promote and enhance the Blue Ridge
Parkway. Not a member of FRIENDS? For information, including how to join, please visit our

website.
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FRIENDS Employee Relocates
Strengthens South Carolina Presence

Shane Hawk, FRIENDS Director of
Volunteei& Programs, recently relocat
Greenville, SShane and h&amily are
extremely happy to return to the Upste
which is where they lived prior to movi
Roanoke, VA in December ZD0@.
FRIENDS board members also reside
Greenville.

Thanks to modern technology, Shane
continue in her role with FRIESHzSwill
be utilizing the internet, email and free
services, such as Skype, to stay in tot
the FRIENDS office in Roanoke.

Before leaving, Shane was honored b
FRIENDS staffid office volunteer, Ole¢
SpringThey enjoyed a geawgy lunch
together on her last day in
RoanokeDleander also prepared a
traditional Asian fruit and vegetable carving
as her gift to Shane.

Merchandise Item of the Month
A Photographic Guide to the Birds of Wintergreen

By: Marshall Faintich

D7 L - 'kié’@m';/}':l >, e The Wintergreen area is the 15-mile long
m:fpn ummr(eh‘r X.‘y}’\ — Rockfish River Valley and the surrounding
_' ”u&“_“- va 4\ mountains in Nelson County, Virginia, located
i\l{, about 30 miles southwest of Charlottesville.
<o, This area includes the Wintergreen Resort
community, the Rockfish Valley Trail, the
Rockfish Gap Hawk Watch, and the northern
end of the Blue Ridge Parkway. The Rockfish
Valley Trail is part of the Thomas Jefferson
Loop of the Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail
system. Reliable birders have documented
more than 200 species of birds in the area, and
this 336 page guide has photographs of almost
all of them, along with details about when and where to look for them. Marshall Faintich is the
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official photographer and the senior birding editor for the Rockfish Valley Trail. This item is available
in our online store for $49.95.

FRIENDS Chapter News

Want to get involved with the work of one of our Chapters?
Help make the connection!

Contact Information

Fisher Peak
Mileposts 200 - 217.5
Lewis Shropshire

Humpback Rocks
Mileposts 0-20
Rod Broker

West Jefferson
Mileposts 217.5 - 270
Ken Canter

Peaks of Otter
Mileposts 60-90
Rod Broker

Roanoke Valley
Mileposts 80-130

Reqgina Desper

Boone/Blowing Rock
Mileposts 270 - 316
Mike Kebelbeck

Rocky Knob
Mileposts 130-200
Jim Newlin

Appalachian State
Student Chapter
Heather Preston

Asheville
Mileposts 364 - 410

Hugh Stephens

Cherokee
Mileposts 410 - 469
Tonya Jenkins & Robert Jumper
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National News

National Public Lands Day Approaching
How Do You Plan to Participate?

National Public Lands Day, now in its
17th year, has become the

nation's largest single-day outdoor
volunteer event. Mark your calendars
today for September 25th, 2010. This
year, NPLD promises to be the
biggest and best yet. They anticipate
over 175,000 volunteers at over 2,300
volunteer work-sites throughout the
nation.

NATIONAL PUBLICLI

Helping Hands for Ame
Saturday, Septemb

Visit owr web site: warw. publidandsday.erg.
LOCAL EVENT INFORNATION:

A, ; , : -‘ Your local FRIENDS Chapter is
' 9 planning to participate and you're
invited to join them. For more
— information, email Rod Broker,
FRIENDS Coordinator of Programs or call the FRIENDS office at
800.228.PARK (7275).

Legislation to Protect Blue Ridge Parkway Passed
Land to be Exchanged

The Blue Ridge Parkway and Town of Blowing Rock
Land Exchange Act, S. 1767, cosponsored by U.S.
Senators Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) and Richard Burr
(R-NC), will give the town of Blowing Rock, North
Carolina ownership of the local reservoir in
exchange for a 192-acre buffer tract along the Blue
Ridge Parkway.

"As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Blue
Ridge Parkway, this legislation will enhance our
national treasure while preserving water resources
for the Town of Blowing Rock," Hagan said.
"Senator Burr and | joined forces on this bill
because it will greatly benefit the Western North
Carolina landscape and economy."

The bill authorizes the exchangeof about 20 acres
of land in the Blue Ridge Parkway that contains the
Blowing Rock Reservoir for approximately 192
acres of nearby undeveloped land owned by the
Town of Blowing Rock. This legislation will give the
town full authority over its own water supply. The 192-acre land buffer will protect scenic views and
enhance recreational opportunities along the Parkway. Both the Park Service and Town of Blowing
Rock support the exchange
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Parkway News

Parkway In Urgent Need of Volunteers
Rocky Knob Visitor Center Needs You

r <\

The Rocky Knob Visitor Center, located at Milepost 170, has an urgent
need for one or more wlunteers to intermittently staff its information
desk Thursday-Sunday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. or any days in between,
especially weekends.

BLUE
RIDGE

A month-long commitment is requested. Greet Parkway visitors, answer
guestions, and work alongside Park Rangers as you serve a vital
function in providing a face to America's most visited National Park.
Training by interpretive staff provided.

PARKWAY

If interested, please contact Mindy DeCesar, NPS BRP District Interpretive Supervisor.

Blue Ridge Parkway Receives $80 Million
Construction Will Help Boost Local Economies

The Blue Ridge Parkway recently received $80 in
federal stimulus and highway funds. This is "the biggest
piece of funding, | think, that the Parkway has ever
received," Blue Ridge Parkway superintendent Phil
Francis said.

Francis says the $80 million in total funds - $15-million
of that stimulus money - will take care of 25% of the
park's backlog of needed repairs. "We had a backlog
of $280-million. So with the stimulus funds we'll be able
to fund a project we've been waiting years and years
for," Francis said.

This is great news for local companies and workers.
Tens of thousands of dollars have been spent buying
local supplies. Local workers will also be utilized to
perform some of the work on the Parkway.

So while the stimulus dollars may have gone to fixing up a federal park, plenty of benefit is creeping
its way into neighboring communities like Roanoke, VA; Asheville, NC and Boone, NC in a give-give
relationship.



mailto:Mindy_DeCesar@nps.gov

Roanoke Mountain Music Schedule Announced
Enjoy Free Music Through October 3rd

Summer is here, which means music has
returned to the Roanoke Mountain Campground!
Now through October 3, there will be a different
musical act every Sunday. Admission is free. All
you need to bring is your lawn chair. Concerts
are from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm through August

29th. September 5 - October 6, the concert time
changes to 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm. To view the full
schedule, \isit the FRIENDS website.

Blue Ridge Parkway is NC Natural Wonder
North Carolinians Cast Votes

Land for Tomorrow, a statewide
partnership of concerned citizens,
businesses, interest groups and local
governments urging the General
Assembly to fully fund the state's
conservation trust funds, recently held a
contest entitled "North Carolina's Ten
Natural Wonders." After receiving over
3,000 votes, the Blue Ridge Parkway
was chosen as one of the best. We're
not surprised!

FRIENDS of the Blue Ridge Parkway utilizes volunteer services, but
Make a - needs your support to fund our programs. Please offer your generosity
Donation in support of our mission to preserve, promote and enhance the
Parkway. Thank you.
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